
“Modernisation of Land Freight Road Transport. We Move Greece with Safety and Respect for the Environment”

The purpose of the programme is to secure to the greatest extent possible and for the benefit of aid-receiving enterprises, the following:

· Conditions for healthy growth and improvement of their competitive position through the effective implementation of Law 3887/10 and the utilisation of new entrepreneurship technologies;
· Possibility of gradually reducing the number of individual drivers-enterprises, which unquestionably leads to unhealthy domestic competition, as well as of creating modern enterprises and achieving scale economies, by utilising advanced technologies and related services;
· Reduction of transportation costs by increasing the competitiveness of enterprises through the use of modern equipment;
· Conditions for reducing operating costs through the application of systems for internal organisation and operation, driver training, use of IT for the automation of vehicle transport management procedures, reduction of spare parts acquisition and vehicle service, as well as for the implementation of promotional actions.

The modernisation of companies involved in land freight transport will enable participating enterprises and professional drivers to deal more effectively with the negative impact of the financial recession and adapt faster to the consequent behavioural changes of commercial and consumer habits.

The following enterprise categories are considered eligible for funding:

Α) Existing Medium-sized, Small and Very Small enterprises which operate in the Greek territory in the fields of pure land freight road transport (international and domestic), are classified in the eligible branch (BAC) of programme “49.4 Road freight transport and transport services” (Annex VII), have commenced their business activity by 30/9/2010 at the latest, have remained active ever since and whose legal form is as specified in Article 2, paragraphs 7a and 7b of Law 3887/2010.

The programme addresses enterprises which:

· Are active in the sector of pure land freight transport (INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL) within the framework of Law 3887/10 and its amendments;
· Employ up to 250 employees and their annual turnover does not exceed € 50 million or their annual balance sheet is below € 43 million;
· Operate lawfully and hold all valid operating permits required by law.

Β) Small, Very Small and Medium-sized Enterprises that are new, newly established and in the process of being established (start-up enterprises)
· New enterprises are considered those that operate in the Greek territory in the fields of pure land freight road transport (international and domestic), are classified in the eligible branch (BAC) of programme “49.4 Road freight transport and transport services” (Annex VII), have commenced their business activities in the period extending from 30/9/2010 to the date of the programme invitation, and have remained active ever since. Among the companies that were or will be founded after the application of Law 3887 (30/9/2010), eligible are considered those whose legal form is Société Anonyme or Private Limited Company; 
· Enterprises which are in the process of being established. Natural persons who on the date of submission of an investment proposal have completed their 18th year of age and who wish to establish very small, small and medium-sized enterprises in the sectors of pure land freight road transport are entitled to participate in the programme. This requirement concerns all partners or shareholders. These enterprises will be set up after the date of the programme invitation and shall be active in the eligible branch (BAC) of programme “49.4 Road freight transport and transport services” (Annex VII). The main requirement is for the natural persons to establish a Société Anonyme or Private Limited Company prior to the first disbursement of the corresponding subsidy;
· Start-up enterprises. For the needs of this guide, start-up enterprises are defined as those enterprises which are under establishment, as well as those that have been set up but whose first financial year was not completed before the date of the programme invitation.
It is noted that each enterprise may submit only one proposal. Should the same entity (enterprise) submit more than one proposal within the framework of the Programme, all proposals will be rejected.

It is further noted that each eligible natural person may participate in only one (1) proposal under this programme. In case of participation in more than one proposal under the Programme, all the proposals in which this natural person is a participant will be rejected, regardless of the participation of other persons.

Finally, in order for an enterprise to be eligible, the criteria of paragraphs 6.2 and 6.3 must be met cumulatively. 

Contact Information
For further information, contact EFEPAE (Intermediate Management Agency of the Operational Programme “Competitiveness & Entrepreneurship”) and its partners by calling at 210-698 5210 and the information desk of the Special Management Service of the Operational Programme “Competitiveness & Entrepreneurship” (Managing Authority of the OP of Competitiveness and Entrepreneurship) at 801 11 36 300.
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